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Item 5.03 Amendments to Articles of Incorporation or Bylaws; Change in Fiscal Year.
 

As previously disclosed, on May 13, 2021, NorthWest Indiana Bancorp filed Articles of Amendment (the “ Articles Amendment”) to its Articles of
Incorporation with the Secretary of State of the State of Indiana to change the name of the company to “Finward Bancorp.” On May 24, 2021, the Articles
Amendment became effective and the name of the company changed from “NorthWest Indiana Bancorp” to “Finward Bancorp” (the “Bancorp”). The Articles
Amendment and name change were approved by the Bancorp’s shareholders on March 3, 2021.
 

In connection with the name change, the Bancorp’s common stock began trading under the new ticker symbol “FNWD” on the OTC Pink
Marketplace, effective as of the opening of trading on May 24, 2021. The new CUSIP number for the Bancorp’s common stock is 31812F109.
 

The name change and symbol change do not affect the rights of the holders of the Bancorp’s common stock, and the common stock will continue to
be quoted on the OTC Pink Marketplace. Following the name change, each stock certificate representing issued and outstanding shares of the Bancorp’s
common stock will continue to represent the same number of shares of common stock of the Bancorp. If a shareholder has physical stock certificates, it will
not be necessary to exchange the existing stock certificates for stock certificates of the Bancorp following the name change.
 

In connection with the Articles Amendment and effectiveness of the name change, the Board of Directors of the Bancorp authorized and approved
the Amended and Restated By-Laws of Finward Bancorp (the “Amended By-Laws”) solely to reflect the Bancorp’s new name. A copy of the full text of the
Amended By-Laws is attached as Exhibit 3.2 to this Current Report on Form 8-K and incorporated by reference herein.
 
Item 7.01 Regulation FD Disclosure.
 

On May 24, 2021, the Bancorp issued a press release announcing the name change and symbol change. A copy of the press release is furnished as
Exhibit 99.1 to this Current Report on Form 8-K and is incorporated by reference into this Item 7.01.
 

The information furnished pursuant to Item 7.01 of this Current Report on Form 8-K shall not be deemed to be “filed” for the purposes of Section 18
of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 or otherwise subject to the liabilities of that section. The filing of this report shall not been deemed an admission as to
the materiality of any information in the report that is required to be disclosed solely by reason of Regulation FD.
 
Item 9.01  Financial Statements and Exhibits.
 

(d)  Exhibits.
 
 Exhibit No.  Description
 3.1  Articles of Amendment of the Articles of Incorporation of NorthWest Indiana Bancorp dated May 13, 2021 (incorporated by reference

to Exhibit 3.1 of the registrant’s Current Report on Form 8-K filed with the SEC on May 18, 2021).
 3.2  Amended and Restated By-Laws of Finward Bancorp (Amended and Restated as of May 24, 2021).
 99.1  Press Release regarding name change and symbol change dated May 24, 2021.
 104  Cover Page Interactive Data File (embedded within the Inline XBRL document)
 

 

http://www.sec.gov/ix?doc=/Archives/edgar/data/919864/000143774921012596/nwin20210517_8k.htm
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Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
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 Finward Bancorp
Date:  May 24, 2021   
   
 By: /s/ Peymon S. Torabi
  Printed Name: Peymon S. Torabi
  Title: Executive Vice President, Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer
 
 



Exhibit 3.2
 

AMENDED AND RESTATED BY-LAWS 
OF 

FINWARD BANCORP
(Amended and Restated as of May 24, 2021)

 
Article I

Definitions and Abbreviations
 

Section 1.1        Corporation. As used in these By-Laws, the term “ Corporation” means Finward Bancorp.
 

Section 1.2        IBCL. As used in these By-Laws, the term “ IBCL” means the Indiana Business Corporation Law, as amended from time to time.
 

Section 1.3        Articles of Incorporation. As used in these By-Laws, the term “ Articles of Incorporation” means the Articles of Incorporation of
the Corporation, as amended from time to time.
 

Section 1.4        By-Laws. As used in these By-Laws, the term “ By-Laws” means these By-Laws, as amended from time to time.
 

Section 1.5        Directors. As used in these By-Laws, the term “ Directors” means the members of the Board of Directors of the Corporation.
 

Section 1.6        Exchange Act. As used in these By-Laws, the term “ Exchange Act” means the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended.
 

Article II
Meetings of Shareholders 

 
Section 2.1        Annual Meetings.  The shareholders of the Corporation shall meet at least once each year. The annual meeting of the

shareholders for the election of directors, and for the transaction of such other business as may properly come before the meeting, shall be held on the date
and time to be set by the Board of Directors of the Corporation. Failure to hold the annual meeting at the designated date and time shall not work any
forfeiture or a dissolution of the Corporation and shall not affect the otherwise valid corporate acts.
 

Section 2.2        Special Meetings. Special meetings of the shareholders of the Corporation may be called at any time by the Board of Directors or
the President and shall be called by the Board of Directors if the Secretary receives written, dated and signed demands for a special meeting, describing in
reasonable detail the purpose or purposes for which it is to be held, from the holders of shares representing at least 25% of all votes entitled to be cast on
any issue proposed to be considered at the proposed special meeting; provided, however, that any such demand(s) delivered to the Secretary at any time at
which the Corporation has more than 50 shareholders must be properly delivered by the holders of shares representing at least 80% of all votes entitled to
be cast on any issue proposed to be considered at the proposed special meeting. If the Secretary receives one or more proper written demands for a special
meeting of shareholders, the Board of Directors may set a record date for determining shareholders entitled to make such demand. The Board of Directors or
the President, as the case may be, calling a special meeting of shareholders shall set the date, time and place of such meeting, which may be held within or
without the State of Indiana.
 

Section 2.3        Notices. A written notice, stating the date, time and place of any meeting of the shareholders and, in the case of a special meeting,
the purpose or purposes for which such meeting is called, shall be delivered or mailed by the Secretary of the Corporation, to each shareholder of record of
the Corporation entitled to notice of or to vote at such meeting no fewer than 10 nor more than 60 days before the date of the meeting. In the event of a
special meeting of shareholders required to be called as the result of a demand therefor made by shareholders, such notice shall be given no later than the
60th day after the Corporation’s receipt of the demand requiring the meeting to be called. Notice of shareholders’ meetings, if mailed, shall be mailed,
postage prepaid, to each shareholder at his, her, or its address shown in the Corporation’s current record of shareholders. Except as required by the IBCL, or
the Articles of Incorporation, notice of a meeting of shareholders is required to be given only to shareholders entitled to vote at the meeting.
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A shareholder or his, her, or its proxy may at any time waive notice of a meeting if the waiver is in writing and is delivered to the Corporation for
inclusion in the minutes or filing with the Corporation’s records. A shareholder’s attendance at a meeting, whether in person or by proxy, (a) waives objection
to lack of notice or defective notice of the meeting, unless the shareholder or his, her, or its proxy at the beginning of the meeting objects to holding the
meeting or transacting business at the meeting, and (b) waives objection to consideration of a particular matter at the meeting that is not within the purpose
or purposes described in the meeting notice, unless the shareholder or his, her, or its proxy objects to considering the matter when it is presented. Each
shareholder who has, in the manner above provided, waived notice or objection to notice of a shareholders’ meeting shall be conclusively presumed to have
been given due notice of such meeting, including the purpose or purposes thereof.
 

If an annual or special shareholders’ meeting is adjourned to a different date, time or place, notice need not be given of the new date, time or place if
the new date, time or place is announced at the meeting before adjournment, unless a new record date is or must be established for the adjourned meeting.
 

Section 2.4        Voting. Except as otherwise provided by the IBCL or the Articles of Incorporation, each share of the capital stock of any class of the
Corporation that is outstanding at the record date established for any annual or special meeting of shareholders and is outstanding at the time of and
represented in person or by proxy at the annual or special meeting shall entitle the record holder thereof, or his, her, or its proxy, to one vote on each matter
voted on at the meeting.
 

Section 2.5        Quorum. Unless the Articles of Incorporation or the IBCL provide otherwise, at all meetings of shareholders, a majority of the votes
entitled to be cast on a matter, represented in person or by proxy, constitutes a quorum for action on the matter. Action may be taken at a shareholders’
meeting only on matters with respect to which a quorum exists; provided, however, that any meeting of shareholders, including annual and special meetings
and any adjournments thereof, may be adjourned to a later date although less than a quorum is present. Once a share is represented for any purpose at a
meeting, it is deemed present for quorum purposes for the remainder of the meeting and for any adjournment of that meeting unless a new record date is or
must be set for that adjourned meeting.
 

Section 2.6        Vote Required To Take Action.   If a quorum exists as to a matter to be considered at a meeting of shareholders, action on such
matter (other than the election of Directors) is approved if the votes properly cast favoring the action exceed the votes properly cast opposing the action,
except as the Articles of Incorporation or the IBCL require a greater number of affirmative votes. Directors shall be elected by a plurality of the votes properly
cast. Shareholders shall not have the right to cumulate their votes for Directors.
 

Section 2.7        Record Date. Only such persons shall be entitled to notice of or to vote, in person or by proxy, at any shareholders’ meeting as shall
appear as shareholders upon the books of the Corporation as of such record date as the Board of Directors shall determine, which date may not be earlier
than the date 70 days immediately preceding the meeting. In the absence of such determination, the record date shall be the 50th day immediately
preceding the date of such meeting. Unless otherwise provided by the Board of Directors, shareholders shall be determined as of the close of business on
the record date.
 

Section 2.8        Proxies. A shareholder may vote his, her, or its shares either in person or by proxy. A shareholder may appoint a proxy to vote or
otherwise act for the shareholder (including authorizing the proxy to receive, or to waive, notice of any shareholders’ meeting within the effective period of
such proxy) by signing an appointment form, either personally or by the shareholders’ attorney-in-fact. The shareholder also may transmit, or authorize the
transmission of, an electronic submission to the holder of the proxy, a proxy solicitation firm, or a proxy support service organization or similar agency
authorized by the person who will be the holder of the proxy to receive the electronic submission.  Such electronic submission shall be accompanied by or
contain information from which it can be determined that the electronic submission was transmitted or authorized by the shareholder. An appointment of a
proxy is effective when received by the Secretary or other officer or agent of the Corporation authorized to tabulate votes and is effective for 11 months
unless a longer period is expressly provided in the appointment form. The proxy’s authority may be limited to a particular meeting or may be general and
authorize the proxy to represent the shareholder at any meeting of shareholders held within the time provided in the appointment form. Subject to the IBCL
and to any express limitation on the proxy’s authority appearing on the face of the appointment form, the Corporation is entitled to accept the proxy’s vote or
other action as that of the shareholder making the appointment.
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Section 2.9        Removal of Directors. Any or all of the members of the Board of Directors may be removed, for good cause, only at a meeting of
the shareholders called expressly for that purpose, by the affirmative vote of the holders of outstanding shares representing at least 80% of the votes then
entitled to be cast at an election of Directors. Directors may not be removed in the absence of good cause.
 

Section 2.10         Written Consents. Any action required or permitted to be taken at a shareholders’ meeting may be taken without a meeting if the
action is taken by all the shareholders entitled to vote on the action. The action must be evidenced by one or more written consents (which may be in multiple
counterparts) describing the action taken, signed by all the shareholders entitled to vote on the action, bearing the date of signature, and delivered to the
Corporation for inclusion in the minutes or filing with the corporate records. Action taken under this Section 2.10 is effective when the last shareholder signs
the consent, unless the consent specifies a different prior or subsequent effective date, in which case the action is effective on or as of the specified date.
Such consent shall have the same effect as a unanimous vote of all shareholders and may be described as such in any document. If the IBCL or the Articles
of Incorporation or these By-Laws require that notice of proposed action be given to nonvoting shareholders and the action is to be taken by unanimous
consent of voting shareholders, the Corporation shall give its nonvoting shareholders written notice of the proposed action at least 10 days before the action
is taken.
 

Section 2.11         Participation by Remote Communication.  The President or the Board of Directors may permit any or all shareholders to
participate in an annual or special meeting of shareholders by, or through the use of, any means of remote communication, such as, without limitation,
conference telephone, by which all shareholders using the means of remote communication are provided with a reasonable opportunity to participate in the
meeting and to vote on matters submitted to the shareholders, including an opportunity to read or hear the proceedings of the meeting and communicate with
the other persons present at the meeting substantially concurrently with the proceedings. A shareholder participating in a meeting by such means or remote
communication shall be deemed to be present in person at the meeting.
 

Section 2.12         Notice of Shareholder Business.
 

(a)          At any meeting of the shareholders, only such business may be conducted as shall have been properly brought before the meeting, and as
shall have been determined to be lawful and appropriate for consideration by shareholders at the meeting. To be properly brought before an annual meeting,
business must be (i) specified in the notice of meeting given in accordance with Section 2.3 of these By-Laws, (ii) otherwise properly brought before the
meeting by or at the direction of the Board of Directors or the Chairman of the Board or President, or (iii) otherwise properly brought before an annual
meeting by a shareholder who is a shareholder of record of the Corporation at the time such notice of meeting is delivered, who is entitled to vote at the
meeting, and who complies with the notice procedures set forth in this Section 2.12 (the “Proposing Shareholder”). In addition, any proposal of business
must be a proper matter for shareholder action.
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(b)          For business (including shareholder nominations) to be properly brought before an annual meeting by a shareholder pursuant to Section
2.12(a)(iii) above, the Proposing Shareholder must have given timely notice thereof in writing to the Secretary of the Corporation even if such matter is
already the subject of any notice to the shareholders or public disclosure from the Board of Directors. To be timely, a Proposing Shareholder’s notice must
be delivered to or mailed and received at the principal office of the Corporation, not later than the close of business on the 90th day nor earlier than the
120th day prior to the first anniversary date of the annual meeting for the preceding year; provided, however, if and only if the annual meeting is not
scheduled to be held within a period that commences 30 days before such anniversary date and ends 30 days after such anniversary date (an annual
meeting date outside such period being referred to herein as an “Other Annual Meeting Date ”), such shareholder notice shall be given in the manner
provided herein by the close of business on the later of the close of business on the 90th day prior to such Other Annual Meeting Date, or the close of
business on the 10th day following the date such Other Annual Meeting Date is first publicly announced or disclosed. A Proposing Shareholder’s notice to the
Secretary shall set forth as to each matter such shareholder proposes to bring before the meeting (including shareholder nominations): (i) a brief description
of the business desired to be brought before the annual meeting, including the text of any proposal to be presented, and the reasons for conducting such
business at the annual meeting; (ii) the name and address, as they appear on the Corporation’s stock records, of the Proposing Shareholder; (iii) the class
and number of shares of the Corporation which are owned by the Proposing Shareholder beneficially and of record together with a representation that the
Proposing Shareholder will notify the Corporation in writing of the class and number of such shares owned beneficially and of record for the meeting promptly
following the later of the record date or the date notice of the record date is first publicly disclosed; (iv) a description of any agreement, arrangement, or
understanding with respect to such proposal between or among the Proposing Shareholder and any of its affiliates or associates, and any others (including
their names) acting in concert with any of the foregoing together with a representation that the Proposing Shareholder will notify the Corporation in writing of
any such agreement, arrangement, or understanding in effect as of the record date for the meeting promptly following the later of the record date or the date
notice of the record date is first publicly disclosed; (v) a description of any agreement, arrangement, or understanding (including any derivative or short
positions, profit interests, options, hedging transactions, and borrowed or loaned shares) that has been entered into as of the date of the Proposing
Shareholder’s notice by, or on behalf of, the Proposing Shareholder or any of its affiliates or associates, the effect or intent of which is to mitigate loss to,
manage risk, or benefit of share price changes for, or increase or decrease the voting power of, the Proposing Shareholder or any of its affiliates or
associates with respect to shares of stock of the Corporation, together with a representation that the Proposing Shareholder will notify the Corporation in
writing of any such agreement, arrangement, or understanding in effect as of the record date for the meeting promptly following the later of the record date or
the date notice of the record date is first publicly disclosed; (vi) a representation that the Proposing Shareholder is a holder of record of shares of the
Corporation entitled to vote at the meeting and intends to appear in person or by proxy at the meeting to present the proposal contained in the notice; (vii) a
representation whether the Proposing Shareholder intends to deliver a proxy statement and/or form of proxy to holders of at least the percentage of the
Corporation’s outstanding capital stock required to approve the proposal and/or otherwise to solicit proxies from shareholders in support of such proposal;
and (viii) any other information relating to such shareholder and beneficial owner, if any, on whose behalf the proposal is being made, required to be
disclosed in a proxy statement or other filings required to be made in connection with solicitations of proxies for the proposal and pursuant to and in
accordance with Section 14(a) of the Exchange Act and the rules and regulations promulgated thereunder.
 

(c)          Only such business shall be brought before a special meeting of shareholders as shall have been specified in the notice of meeting given in
accordance with Section 2.3 of these By-Laws (other than matters properly brought under Rule 14a-8 or Rule 14a-11 under the Exchange Act). In no event
shall the adjournment of an annual meeting or special meeting, or any announcement thereof, commence a new period for the giving of a shareholder’s
notice as provided in this Section 2.12. Notwithstanding anything in these By-Laws to the contrary, no business shall be conducted at a meeting except in
accordance with the procedures set forth in this Section 2.12. The person presiding at the meeting shall, if the facts warrant, determine and declare to the
meeting that business was not properly brought before the meeting in accordance with these By-Laws, or that business was not lawful or appropriate for
consideration by shareholders at the meeting, and if he or she should so determine, he or she shall so declare to the meeting and any such business shall
not be transacted.
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Section 2.13         Notice of Shareholder Nominees for Director.  Nominations of persons for election to the Board of Directors may be made at
any annual meeting of shareholders by or at the direction of the Board of Directors or by a Proposing Shareholder entitled to vote for the election of Directors
at the meeting (the “Nominating Shareholder”). Such shareholder nominations shall be made pursuant to timely notice given in writing to the Secretary of
the Corporation in accordance with Section 2.12 of these By-Laws. The Nominating Shareholder’s notice shall set forth, in addition to the information
required by Section 2.12, as to each person whom the Nominating Shareholder proposes to nominate for election or re-election as a Director, (i) the name,
age, business address, and residence address of such person; (ii) the principal occupation or employment of such person; (iii) the class and number of
shares of the Corporation which are beneficially owned by such person; (iv) any other information relating to such person that is required to be disclosed in
solicitation of proxies for election of Directors, or is otherwise required, in each case pursuant to Regulation 14A under the Exchange Act (including without
limitation such person’s written consent to being named in the proxy statement as a nominee and to serving as a Director if elected); and (v) the qualifications
of the nominee to serve as a Director of the Corporation. In the event the Board of Directors or the President calls a special meeting of shareholders for the
purpose of electing one or more Directors to the Board of Directors, any shareholder may nominate a person or persons (as the case may be) for election to
such position(s) as specified in the notice of meeting, if the shareholder’s notice of such nomination contains the information specified in this Section 2.13
and shall be delivered to the Secretary of the Corporation not later than the close of business on the 10th day following the day on which the date of the
special meeting and either the names of the nominees proposed by the Board of Directors to be elected at such meeting or the number of Directors to be
elected are publicly announced or disclosed. In no event shall the adjournment of an annual meeting or special meeting, or any announcement thereof,
commence a new period for the giving of a shareholder’s notice as provided in this Section 2.13. No shareholder nomination shall be effective unless made
in accordance with the procedures set forth in this Section 2.13. The person presiding at the meeting shall, if the facts warrant, determine and declare to the
meeting that a shareholder nomination was not made in accordance with these By-Laws, and if he or she should so determine, he or she shall so declare to
the meeting and the defective nomination shall be disregarded.
 

Article III
Directors

 
Section 3.1        Number and Terms. The business and affairs of the Corporation shall be managed under the direction of a Board of Directors. The

Board of Directors shall consist of three or more members, the number thereof to be determined from time to time by resolution of the Board of Directors. The
Directors shall be divided into three classes, with each class containing Directors as nearly equal in number as the then total number of Directors constituting
the entire Board of Directors permits, with the term of office of one class expiring each year. At each annual meeting of shareholders, the Directors chosen to
succeed those whose terms then expire shall be identified as being of the same class as the Directors they succeed and shall be elected for a term expiring
at the third succeeding annual meeting of shareholders. If the number of Directors is changed, any increase or decrease in the number of Directors shall be
apportioned among the three classes so as to make all classes as nearly equal in number as possible.
 

Despite the expiration of a Director’s term, the Director shall continue to serve until his or her successor is elected and qualified, or until the earlier of
his or her death, resignation, disqualification, or removal, or until there is a decrease in the number of Directors. Any Director may resign at any time by
giving written notice to the Board of Directors, the Chairman of the Board, the President, or the Secretary.  Any such resignation shall take effect when
delivered unless the notice specifies a later effective date.  Unless otherwise specified in the notice, the acceptance of such resignation shall not be
necessary to make it effective. Any vacancy occurring in the Board of Directors, from whatever cause arising, shall be filled by selection of a successor by a
majority vote of the remaining members of the Board of Directors (although less than a quorum); provided, however, that if such vacancy or vacancies leave
the Board of Directors with no members or if the remaining members of the Board are unable to agree upon a successor or determine not to select a
successor, such vacancy may be filled by a vote of the shareholders at a special meeting called for that purpose or at the next annual meeting of
shareholders. The term of a Director elected or selected to fill a vacancy shall expire at the end of the term for which such Director’s predecessor was
elected.
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The Directors and each of them shall have no authority to bind the Corporation except when acting as the Board of Directors.
 

Section 3.2        Quorum and Vote Required To Take Action.  A majority of the whole Board of Directors shall be necessary to constitute a quorum
for the transaction of any business except the filling of vacancies. If a quorum is present when a vote is taken, the affirmative vote of a majority of the
Directors present shall be the act of the Board of Directors, unless the act of a greater number is required by the IBCL, the Articles of Incorporation, or these
By-Laws.
 

Section 3.3        Regular Meetings. Regular meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held on such dates, at such times, and at such places as
shall be fixed by resolution adopted by the Board of Directors and specified in a notice of each such regular meeting, or otherwise communicated to the
Directors. The Board of Directors may at any time alter the date for the next regular meeting of the Board of Directors.
 

Section 3.4        Special Meetings. Special meetings of the Board of Directors may be called by any member of the Board of Directors upon not less
than 24 hours’ notice given to each Director of the date, time, and place of the meeting, which notice need not specify the purpose or purposes of the special
meeting. Such notice may be communicated in person (either in writing or orally), by telephone, email, or other form of wire or wireless communication, or by
mail, and shall be effective at the earlier of the time of its receipt or, if mailed, five days after its mailing. Notice of any meeting of the Board of Directors may
be waived in writing at any time if the waiver is signed by the Director entitled to the notice and is filed with the minutes or corporate records of the
Corporation. A Director’s attendance at or participation in a meeting waives any required notice to the Director of the meeting, unless the Director at the
beginning of the meeting (or promptly upon the Director’s arrival) objects to holding the meeting or transacting business at the meeting and does not
thereafter vote for or assent to action taken at the meeting.
 

Section 3.5        Written Consents. Any action required or permitted to be taken at any meeting of the Board of Directors may be taken without a
meeting if the action is taken by all members of the Board of Directors. The action must be evidenced by one or more written consents describing the action
taken, signed by each Director, and included in the minutes or filed with the corporate records reflecting the action taken. Action taken under this Section 3.5
is effective when the last Director signs the consent, unless the consent specifies a different prior or subsequent effective date, in which cases the action is
effective on or as of the specified date. A consent signed under this Section 3.5 shall have the same effect as a unanimous vote of all members of the Board
of Directors and may be described as such in any document.
 

Section 3.6        Participation by Conference Telephone.  The Board of Directors may permit any or all Directors to participate in a regular or
special meeting by, or through the use of, any means of communication, such as, among others, conference telephone, by which all Directors participating
may simultaneously hear each other during the meeting. A Director participating in a meeting by such means shall be deemed to be present in person at the
meeting.
 

Section 3.7        Committees.
 

(a)        The Board of Directors may create one or more committees and appoint members of the Board of Directors to serve on them, by resolution of
the Board of Directors adopted by a majority of all the Directors in office when the resolution is adopted. Each committee may have one or more members,
and all the members of a committee shall serve at the pleasure of the Board of Directors.
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(b)        To the extent specified by the Board of Directors in the resolution creating a committee, each committee may exercise all of the authority of
the Board of Directors; provided, however, that a committee may not:
 

(1)         authorize dividends or other distributions, except a committee may authorize or approve a reacquisition of shares if done according to
a formula or method, or within a range, prescribed by the Board of Directors;

 
(2)         approve or propose to shareholders action that is required by the IBCL, the Articles of Incorporation, or these By-Laws to be approved

by shareholders;
 

(3)         fill vacancies on the Board of Directors or on any of its committees;
 

(4)         except to the extent permitted by clause (7) of this subsection, amend the Articles of Incorporation under Section 23-1-38-2 of the
IBCL;

 
(5)         adopt, amend, or repeal provisions of these By-Laws;

 
(6)         approve a plan of merger not requiring shareholder approval; or

 
(7)         authorize or approve the issuance or sale or a contract for sale of shares of the Corporation, or determine the designation and relative

rights, preferences, and limitations of a class or series of shares of the Corporation, except the Board of Directors may authorize a committee to take
action described in this clause (7) within limits prescribed by the Board of Directors.

 
(c)        Except to the extent inconsistent with the resolutions creating a committee, Sections 3.1 through 3.6 of these By-Laws, which govern

meetings, action without meetings, notice and waiver of notice, quorum and voting requirements, and telephone participation in meetings of the Board of
Directors, apply to each committee and its members as well.
 

Section 3.8       Election Not to be Governed by Ind. Code Section 23-1-33-6(c).  The Corporation shall not be governed by any of the provisions
set forth in Section 23-1-33-6(c) of the IBCL.
 

Article IV
Officers

 
Section 4.1       Designation, Selection, and Terms.  The officers of the Corporation shall consist of the President, the Chief Financial Officer, the

Treasurer, and the Secretary. The Board of Directors may also designate a Chairman of the Board, and may designate any such Chairman of the Board as
an officer of the Corporation. The President shall be the chief executive officer of the Corporation unless the Board of Directors designates the Chairman of
the Board as the chief executive officer. The Board of Directors may also elect such Vice Presidents, Assistant Secretaries, Assistant Treasurers, and such
other officers or assistant officers as it may from time to time determine by resolution creating the office. The officers of the Corporation shall be elected by
the Board of Directors and need not be selected from among the members of the Board of Directors, except for Chairman of the Board, if any, and the
President who shall be members of the Board of Directors. Any two or more offices may be held by the same person. All officers shall serve at the pleasure of
the Board of Directors and shall have such authority and perform such duties as the Board of Directors may from time to time authorize or determine. In the
absence of action by the Board of Directors, the officers shall have such authority and duties as generally appertain to their respective offices. The election or
appointment of an officer does not itself create contract rights.
 

Section 4.2       Removal; Vacancies. The Board of Directors may remove any officer, at any time with or without cause. Vacancies in such offices,
however occurring, may be filled by the Board of Directors at any meeting of the Board of Directors.
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Section 4.3       Remuneration. The Board of Directors may, at its discretion from time to time, fix the remuneration of any officer by resolution
included in the minutes of the proceedings of the Board of Directors.
 

Article V
Execution of Documents; Loans; Checks

 
Section 5.1        Execution of Documents.  The Board of Directors may authorize any officer or employee to sign, in the Corporation’s name, any

deed, lease, contract, or other document, and such authority may be general or confined to specific instances. In the absence of any such authorization, the
President shall have the authority to sign any such document that has been approved by the Board of Directors, unless specifically directed otherwise by the
Board of Directors or otherwise provided herein or in the Articles of Incorporation.
 

Section 5.2        Loans. Such of the officers of the Corporation as shall be designated from time to time by resolution adopted by the Board of
Directors and included in the minutes of the proceedings of the Board of Directors shall have the power, with such limitations thereon as may be fixed by the
Board of Directors, to borrow money in the Corporation’s behalf, to establish credit, to discount bills and papers, to pledge collateral, and to execute such
notes, bonds, debentures, or other evidences of indebtedness, and such mortgages, trust indentures, and other instruments in connection therewith, as may
be authorized from time to time by such Board of Directors.
 

Section 5.3        Checks. All checks, drafts, or other orders for payment of money shall be signed in the name of the Corporation by such officers or
persons as shall be designated from time to time by resolution adopted by the Board of Directors and included in the minutes book of the Corporation; and in
the absence of such designation, such checks, drafts, or other orders for payment shall be signed by either the President, Chief Financial Officer, or the
Treasurer.
 

Section 5.4        Voting of Stock of Other Corporations. Subject always to the further orders and directions of the Board of Directors, any share of
stock issued by any other corporation and owned or controlled by the Corporation (an “Investment Share”) may be voted at any shareholders’ meeting of
such other corporation by the President or his or her designee.  Whenever, in the judgment of the President, it is desirable for the Corporation to execute a
proxy or give a shareholder’s consent in respect of any Investment Share, such proxy or consent shall be executed in the name of the Corporation by the
President, and, when necessary or required, shall be attested by the Secretary either with or without affixing thereto the seal of the Corporation (if one
exists).  Any person or persons designated in the manner above stated as the proxy or proxies of the Corporation shall have full right, power, and authority to
vote an Investment Share the same as such Investment Share might be voted by the Corporation.
 

Article VI
Stock

 
Section 6.1        Certificates for Shares; Uncertificated Shares.  The shares of capital stock of the Corporation may be represented by certificates,

or may be represented in uncertificated form evidenced by a book-entry system maintained by the registrar or other transfer agent of such stock for the
purpose of, among other things, allowing such shares to be transferred, traded, or otherwise delivered pursuant to the Depository Trust Company’s direct
registration system and to otherwise be “DRS eligible.” If shares are represented by certificates, such certificates shall be in the form approved by the Board
of Directors. Certificates for shares of the capital stock of the Corporation shall be signed by the Chairman, or in his absence or unavailability, the President,
and by the Secretary and the seal of the Corporation (or a facsimile thereof), if any, may be thereto affixed. Where any such certificate is also signed by a
transfer agent or a registrar, or both, the signatures of the officers of the Corporation may be facsimiles. The Corporation may issue and deliver any such
certificate notwithstanding that any such officer who shall have signed, or whose facsimile signature shall have been imprinted on, such certificate shall have
ceased to be such officer.
 

8



 
 

The Secretary shall ensure that records of issuance of all uncertificated shares and the transfer, exchange, conversion, surrender, or redemption
thereof, shall be maintained at all times by the duly appointed transfer agent or agents of the Corporation, through a direct registration system or other book-
entry record keeping system as the Secretary may approve.  Any direction of the Board of Directors that any shares of any class or series shall be issued in
uncertificated form shall not affect shares already represented by certificates until they are surrendered to the Corporation.
 

Section 6.2        Contents of Stock Certificates. Each certificate representing capital stock of the Corporation, if any, shall state on its face the
name of the Corporation and that it is organized under the laws of the State of Indiana, the name of the person to whom it is issued, and the number and
class of shares and the designation of the series, if any, the certificate represents, and shall state conspicuously on its front or back that the Corporation will
furnish the shareholder, upon the shareholder’s written request and without charge, a summary of the designations, relative rights, preferences, and
limitations applicable to each and the variations in rights, preferences, and limitations determined for each series (and the authority of the Board of Directors
to determine variations for future series).
 

Section 6.3        Transfers of Stock.   Except as otherwise provided by law or by resolution of the Board of Directors, transfers of shares of the
capital stock of the Corporation shall be made only on the books of the Corporation by the holder thereof, or by such holder’s duly authorized attorney, or by
transfer agents designated to transfer shares of stock of the Corporation, on payment of all taxes thereon, and, in the case of certificated shares, the
surrender for cancellation of the certificate or certificates for such shares (except as hereinafter provided in the case of loss, destruction, or mutilation of
certificates) properly endorsed by the holder thereof or accompanied by the proper evidence of succession, assignment, or authority to transfer, and
delivered to the Secretary or the designated transfer agents.
 

Section 6.4        Stock Transfer Records. There shall be entered upon the stock records of the Corporation the number of each certificate issued, if
applicable, the number, kind, and class of shares issued, the name and address of the registered holder of such shares, the date of issue, whether the
shares are originally issued or transferred, the registered holder from whom transferred, and such other information as is commonly required to be shown by
such records. The stock records of the Corporation shall be kept at its principal office, unless the Corporation appoints a transfer agent or registrar, in which
case the Corporation’s stock records may be kept in written form or in any other form that can be converted within a reasonable time into written form for
visual inspection. The original or a duplicate of the stock records of the Corporation shall be kept at the offices of the Corporation’s transfer agent, if
appointed, for each class of stock identified by the Corporation the records of which are to be maintained by the transfer agent, or, if no transfer agent has
been appointed, at the principal executive office of the Corporation. Such stock records shall include a complete and accurate shareholders’ list giving the
names and addresses of all shareholders and the number and class of shares held by each. If a transfer agent is appointed by the Corporation, shareholders
shall give written notice of any changes in their addresses from time to time to the transfer agent.
 

Section 6.5        Transfer Agents and Registrars.  The Board of Directors may appoint one or more transfer agents and one or more registrars and
may require each stock certificate to bear the signature of either or both.
 

Section 6.6        Loss, Destruction, or Mutilation of Certificates.  The holder of any shares of the capital stock of the Corporation shall immediately
notify the Corporation of any loss, destruction, or mutilation of the certificate therefor, and the Board of Directors may, in its discretion, cause to be issued to
such shareholder (a) a new certificate or certificates of stock, or (b) uncertificated shares in place of any certificate or certificates previously issued by the
Corporation, upon the surrender of the mutilated certificate, or, in the case of loss or destruction, upon satisfactory proof of such loss or destruction. The
Board of Directors may, in its discretion, require the holder of the lost or destroyed certificate or such holder’s legal representative to give the Corporation a
bond in such sum and in such form, and with such surety or sureties as it may direct, to indemnify the Corporation, its transfer agents, and registrars, if any,
against any claim that may be made against them or any of them with respect to the capital stock represented by the certificate or certificates alleged to have
been lost or destroyed, but the Board of Directors may, in its discretion, refuse to issue a new certificate or certificates or uncertificated shares, save upon
the order of a court having jurisdiction in such matters.
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Article VII
Miscellaneous

 
Section 7.1        IBCL. The provisions of the IBCL applicable to all matters relevant to, but not specifically covered by, these By-Laws are hereby, by

reference, incorporated in and made a part of these By-Laws.
 

Section 7.2        Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the Corporation shall end on the 31st of December of each year.
 

Section 7.3        Redemption of Shares Acquired in Control Share Acquisitions.  If and whenever the provisions of Indiana Code 23-1-42 apply
to the Corporation, any or all control shares acquired in a control share acquisition shall be subject to redemption by the Corporation, if either:
 

(a)          no acquiring person statement has been filed with the Corporation with respect to such control share acquisition in accordance with Indiana
Code Section 23-1-42-6; or
 

(b)          the control shares are not accorded full voting rights by the Corporation’s shareholders as provided in Indiana Code Section 23-1-42-9.
 

A redemption pursuant to Section 7.3(a) above may be made at any time during the period ending 60 days after the last acquisition of control
shares by the acquiring person. A redemption pursuant to Section 7.3(b) above may be made at any time during the period ending two years after the
shareholder vote with respect to the granting of voting rights to such control shares. Any redemption pursuant to this Section 7.3 shall be made at the fair
value of the control shares and pursuant to such procedures for redemption as may be set forth in these By-Laws or adopted by resolution of the Board of
Directors.
 

As used in this Section 7.3, the terms “control shares,” “control share acquisition,” “acquiring person statement,” and “acquiring person” shall have
the meanings ascribed to such terms in Indiana Code 23-1-42.
 

Section 7.4        Exclusive Forum for Certain Claims. Unless the Corporation consents in writing to the selection of an alternative forum, the Circuit
or Superior Courts of Lake County, State of Indiana, or the United States District Court in the Northern District of Indiana in a case of pendent jurisdiction,
shall be the sole and exclusive forum for (i) any derivative action or proceeding brought on behalf of the Corporation, (ii) any action asserting a claim for
breach of fiduciary duty owed by any Director, officer, employee, or agent of the Corporation to the Corporation or the Corporation’s shareholders, (iii) any
action asserting a claim arising pursuant to any provision of the IBCL, the Articles of Incorporation, or these By-Laws, or (iv) any action asserting a claim
governed by the internal affairs doctrine, in each case subject to such court having personal jurisdiction over the indispensable parties named as defendants
therein.
 

Section 7.5        Amendments. These By-Laws may be rescinded, changed or amended, and provisions hereof may be waived, at any meeting of
the Board of Directors by the affirmative vote of a majority of the entire number of Directors at the time, except as otherwise required by the Articles of
Incorporation or by the IBCL.
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Exhibit 99.1
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 24, 2021

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT BENJAMIN BOCHNOWSKI
(219) 853-7575

 
NORTHWEST INDIANA BANCORP ANNOUNCES

CORPORATE NAME CHANGE TO FINWARD BANCORP
 
Munster, Indiana – NorthWest Indiana Bancorp, the holding company for Peoples Bank, today announced that the company’s corporate name has been
changed from “NorthWest Indiana Bancorp” to “Finward Bancorp” (OTC Pink: FNWD) (the “Bancorp”), effective Monday, May 24, 2021. In connection with
the name change, the Bancorp’s common stock began trading under the new ticker symbol “FNWD” on the OTC Pink Marketplace, effective as of the
opening of trading on May 24, 2021. The new CUSIP number for the Bancorp’s common stock is 31812F109. The name change was approved by the
Bancorp’s shareholders on March 3, 2021.
 
As previously announced, the name change reflects the growth and evolution of the Bancorp in recent years, and captures the dynamic “forward movement”
in the business and strategic direction of the Bancorp. The name change also reflects the Bancorp’s current geographic footprint, which encompasses not
only Northwest Indiana but also South Suburban Chicagoland in Illinois.
 
Following the name change, it will not be necessary for shareholders who hold physical stock certificates of the Bancorp’s stock to exchange their existing
stock certificates. Each stock certificate representing issued and outstanding shares of common stock will continue to represent the same number of shares
of common stock of the Bancorp after the name change.
 
About Finward Bancorp
 
Finward Bancorp is a locally managed and independent financial holding company headquartered in Munster, Indiana, whose activities are primarily limited
to holding the stock of Peoples Bank. Peoples Bank provides a wide range of personal, business, electronic and wealth management financial services from
its 22 locations in Lake and Porter Counties in Northwest Indiana and South Chicagoland. Finward Bancorp’s common stock is quoted on the OTC Pink
Marketplace under the symbol FNWD. The website ibankpeoples.com provides information on Peoples Bank’s products and services, and Finward
Bancorp’s investor relations.
 
Forward Looking Statements
 
This press release may contain forward-looking statements regarding the financial performance, business prospects, growth, and operating strategies of the
Bancorp.  For these statements, the Bancorp claims the protections of the safe harbor for forward-looking statements contained in the Private Securities
Litigation Reform Act of 1995.  Statements in this communication should be considered in conjunction with the other information available about the Bancorp,
including the information in the filings the Bancorp makes with the Securities and Exchange Commission.  Forward-looking statements provide current
expectations or forecasts of future events and are not guarantees of future performance.  The forward-looking statements are based on management’s
expectations and are subject to a number of risks and uncertainties.  Forward-looking statements are typically identified by using words such as “anticipate,”
“estimate,” “project,” “intend,” “plan,” “believe,” “will” and similar expressions in connection with any discussion of future operating or financial performance.
 

 



 
 
Although management believes that the expectations reflected in such forward-looking statements are reasonable, actual results may differ materially from
those expressed or implied in such statements.  Risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially include: the significant risks and
uncertainties for our business, results of operations, and financial condition, as well as our regulatory capital and liquidity ratios and other regulatory
requirements caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, which will depend on several factors, including the scope and duration of the pandemic, its influence on
financial markets, the effectiveness of our remote work arrangements and staffing levels in branches and other operational facilities, and actions taken by
governmental authorities and other third parties in response to the pandemic; changes in asset quality and credit risk; the inability to sustain revenue and
earnings growth; changes in interest rates, market liquidity, and capital markets, as well as the magnitude of such changes, which may reduce net interest
margins; inflation; customer acceptance of the Bancorp’s products and services; customer borrowing, repayment, investment, and deposit practices;
customer disintermediation; the introduction, withdrawal, success, and timing of business initiatives; competitive conditions; the inability to realize cost
savings or revenues or to implement integration plans and other consequences associated with mergers, acquisitions, and divestitures; economic conditions;
and the impact, extent, and timing of technological changes, capital management activities, and other actions of the Federal Reserve Board and legislative
and regulatory actions and reforms.
 
In addition to the above factors, we also caution that the actual amounts and timing of any future common stock dividends or share repurchases will be
subject to various factors, including our capital position, financial performance, capital impacts of strategic initiatives, market conditions, and regulatory and
accounting considerations, as well as any other factors that our Board of Directors deems relevant in making such a determination. Therefore, there can be
no assurance that we will repurchase shares or pay any dividends to holders of our common stock, or as to the amount of any such repurchases or
dividends. Further, statements about the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on our business, operations, financial performance, and prospects may
constitute forward-looking statements and are subject to the risk that the actual impacts may differ, possibly materially, from what is reflected in those
forward-looking statements due to factors and future developments that are uncertain, unpredictable, and in many cases beyond our control, including the
scope and duration of the pandemic, actions taken by governmental authorities in response to the pandemic, and the direct and indirect impact of the
pandemic on our customers, third parties, and us.
 
 


